
The Legislative Branch Part I—
The House of Representatives



Recap:

# of Representatives in the House?
435

How many per state?
Based on population of state

Length of Term?
2 years

Number of terms one can serve?
No term limits

House of Representatives



I
Speaker of the House—

presides over meetings of the House; chosen by members of the majority party

Next in line for the presidency after the VP  

Majority Party

Majority Leader 

Directs the majority party’s strategy 

for passing/defeating bills

Majority Whip

In charge of making sure as many 

party members as possible vote 

together on a bill

Minority Leader

Minority Party

Minority Whip

House Leadership Structure

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_line_of_succession


Speaker of the House

Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)

Pelosi speech in Congress

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiOGlqLdjiM&feature=channel


Majority Leader

• Steny Hoyer (D-MD)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLo0creySYE


Majority Whip

• Jim Clyburn (D-SC)



Committee System

Committees in Congress

• 21 Standing (permanent) committees 
(10-75 members each) and 80 
subcommittees in the House

• 20 Standing committees (14-28 
members each) and 70 subcommittees 
in the Senate

• “Little Legislatures”
• Screening agents

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/


Committee Composition

• Proportional 
representation 
on committees

Example:
220 Democrats, 
213 Republicans
2 Independents:

8 Democrats and 7 Republicans

A committee of fifteen would have



Committee Chairpersons

ALWAYS  a member of the 
MAJORITY PARTY

VAST POWERS

--decides order that bills 
will be considered

--can stick any bill into a 
drawer and not 
consider it at all



Minority Leader

• Kevin McCarthy (R-CA)



Minority Whip • Steve Scalise (R-LA)

Louisiana 1st District



House Reapportionment

Census count of the population is taken every 
_____ years

Based on the new population figures, the 435 
positions in the House of Representatives are 

10

Re-divided or

Reapportioned

435 congressional districts

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/map




# of Representatives for selected states 
over the last four decades:

1980 1990 2000

CA

CT

FL

MI

47 52 53

8 6 5

21 23 25

20 16 15

2010

53

5

27

14



https://www.wsj.com/graphics/reapportionment-2018/?mod=article_inline&mod=hp_lista_pos1


Gerrymandering

--drawing _______________

_____________________ 

to the advantage of the 
political party that 
controls that state’s

____________ 

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

CONGRESSIONAL

LEGISLATURE











The infamous “Goofy Kicking Donald Duck” district in Pennsylvania



Maryland’s “Praying Mantis” district





Gerrymandering Exercise Guidelines



Pork Barrel Spending

Of course, “pork” is in the eye of the beholder. A 
program that seems pointless to an outsider may 
seem an essential investment of public money to 

recipients. Here are a few programs deemed worthy 
by the 107th Congress. 

Are any of these legitimate uses of federal money? 
You make the call.



$400,000 for manure-management research at 
the National Swine Research Center.



$50,000 for a tattoo removal program in San 
Luis Obispo, California.



$2,500,000 for the Fort Bent visitor center in 
Indiana



$650,000 for land acquisition for the Garnet 
Ghost Town in Montana
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$400,000 for exchange programs to build 
linkages between American and foreign 
musicians



$25,000,000 to the International Fund for 
Ireland, to be spent on those projects that 
hold the greatest potential for job creation 
and equal opportunity for Irish people.



$500,000 for exhibits on the Sullivan Brothers at 
the Grout Museum in St. Louis, Missouri



$100,000 for Invent Iowa to encourage children 
to hold fairs displaying their inventions



$61,000 for the state historical society to archive 
the history of North Carolina workers


